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wished to withdraw his own motion in favour of
President Wilson's.
Mr. Balfour said that he understood that all these
people were to be asked on an equality. On these
terms he thought the Bolshevists would refuse, and
by their refusal they would put themselves in a very
bad position.
M. Sonnino said that he did not agree that the
Bolshevists would not come. He thought they
would be the first to come, because they would be
eager to put themselves on an equality with the
others. He would remind his colleagues that, before
the Peace of Brest-Litovsk was signed, the Bol-
shevists promised all sorts of things, such as to
refrain from propaganda, but since that peacft had
been concluded they had broken all their promises,
their one idea being to spread revolution in all other
countries. His idea was to collect together all the
anti-Bolshevist parties, and help them to make a
strong Government, provided they pledged them-
selves not to serve the forces of reaction, and es-
pecially not to touch the land question, thereby
depriving the Bolshevists of their strongest argu-
ment. Should they take these pledges, he would be
prepared to help them.
Mr. Lloyd George enquired how this help would
be given.
M. Sonnino replied that help would be given with
soldiers to a reasonable degree or by supplying arms,
food and money. For instance, Poland asked for
weapons, and munitions ; the Ukraine asked for
weapons. All the Allies wanted was to establish
a strong Government. The reason that no strong
Government at present existed was that no party
could risk taking the offensive against Bolshevism
without the assistance of the Allies. He would
enquire how the parties of order could possibly